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Guidance document for providing additional information for access to the US COVID-19 HPC Consortium


	


Summary

This document provides guidance is for applicants to UKRI’s COVID-19 call to gain access to HPC resources through UKRI’s membership of the US’s COVID-19 HPC Consortium (see https://covid19-hpc-consortium.org/).

Instructions

In order to gain access to HPC resource through the consortium, in addition to a complete ‘UKRI Ideas to Address COVID-19 – Proposal Form’ each applicant should also prepare and submit a one-and-a-half-page document addressing the following:

1. Estimate of Compute, Storage and Other Resources

To the extent possible, provide an estimate of the scale and type of the resources needed to complete the work. The information in the Resources section at 

https://www.xsede.org/covid19-hpc-consortium

is available to help you answer this question. Please be as specific as possible in your resource request.  Also, please indicate your preferred resource(s) as well as alternative resources should there not be sufficient availability of the primary resource(s) you request.

· Are there specific computing architectures or systems that are most appropriate (e.g. GPUs, large memory, large core counts on shared memory node, etc.)
· How much computing support will this effort approximately require in terms of core, node, or GPU hours?
· How distributed can the computation be, and can it be split across multiple HPC systems?
· Can this workload execute in a cloud environment? 
· Describe the storage needs of the project.
· Does your project require access to any public datasets? If so, please describe these datasets and how you intend to use them? 

2. Team and Team Preparedness

Summarise your team's qualifications and readiness to execute the project.

· What is the expected lead time before you can begin the simulation runs?
· What systems have you recently used and how big were the simulation runs?
· Given that some resources are at facilities with security restrictions, please provide a list of team members that will require accounts on resources along with their citizenship.

3. Restrictions

Applicants should identify any restrictions that might apply to the project, such as export-controlled code, ITAR restrictions, proprietary data sets, regional location of compute resources, or personal health information (PHI) or HIPAA restrictions. In such cases, please provide information on security, privacy and access issues.

Document Formatting

In addition to the one-and-a-half page limit, documents should adhere to the following guidelines:

· Margins: Documents must have 2.5-cm (1-inch) margins at the top, bottom, and sides.
· Fonts and Spacing: The type size used throughout the documents must conform to the following three requirements:
· Use one of the following typefaces identified below: 
· Arial 11, Courier New, or Palatino Linotype at a font size of 10 points or larger;
· Times New Roman at a font size of 11 points or larger; or
· Computer Modern family of fonts at a font size of 11 points or larger.
· A font size of less than 10 points may be used for mathematical formulas or equations, figures, table or diagram captions and when using a Symbol font to insert Greek letters or special characters. PIs are cautioned, however, that the text must still be readable.
· Type density must be no more than 15 characters per 2.5 cm (1 inch).
· No more than 6 lines must be within a vertical space of 2.5 cm (1 inch)
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