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Freedom of Information request: 2019/0160 

Thank you for your Freedom of Information (FOIA) request received on 30 June 2019 in which you 
requested the following information relating to Medical Research Council records: 
 
Your Request: 
 
Under FOI I am requesting a copy of the following file which you hold:  
 
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome: Working Party Report S819/516/04/1984 
 
 
Our response: 
 
I can confirm that UK Research and Innovation does hold the information you have requested.  
 
An electronic copy of the Medical Research Council file you requested is provided with this response as 
FOI 2019-0160_S819-5 MRC Working Party on AIDS Report. 
 
A small amount of information has been redacted from this file under Section 40(2) of the FOIA, the 
exemption relating to personal information, explained further under the heading of “In summary”. 
 
We are not obliged, under section 40(2) of the FOIA, to provide information that is the personal data of 
another person if releasing would contravene any of the provisions of the General Data Protection 
Regulation and the Data Protection Act 2018. In this instance we believe that the release of information 
would contravene the first data protection principle and therefore section 40(2) has been applied.  
 
Section 40(2) is an absolute exemption and therefore a public interest test is not required. 
 
In summary: 
 

• the names of some MRC staff, please note the names of MRC staff in senior management 
position and the names of members of the MRC Working Party on AIDS have been released;  

• the name of one individual proposed as a member of the Working Party but who did not go on to 
become a member; and 

• the names of researchers referred to in discussions but who were not formally involved in Working 
Party activities or where we have been unable to establish that they were in receipt of MRC 
funding for research in the area. 
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If you have any queries about this response please contact me, or if you are unhappy with the service you 
have received in relation to your request and wish to request a review of our decision, please write to: 
 
Complaints Officer 
UK Research and Innovation 
Polaris House 
North Star Avenue 
Swindon 
SN2 1FL 
Email: foi@ukri.org 
 
Please quote the reference number above in any future communications. 
 
If you are still not content with the outcome of the review, you may apply to refer the matter to the Information 
Commissioner for a decision.  Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the 
review procedure provided by UKRI.  The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: 
 
Information Commissioner 
Wycliffe House, 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
 
Enquiry/Information Line: Between 9am and 5pm Monday to Friday 0303 123 1113 or 01625 545745 
Further information about the Office of the Information Commissioner can be found at 
http://www.ico.gov.uk/ 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

  
UK Research and Innovation, Information Governance Team 
Email: foi@ukri.org 
 




































































































































































































