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Museums’ digital innovation and
engagement fund

Opportunity status: Open

Funders: UK Research and Innovation
Funding type: Grant

Total fund: £200,000

Maximum award: £50,000

Publication date: 11 November 2020

Opening date: 11 November 2020

Closing date: 21 December 2020 16:00 UK time

Last updated: 11 November 2020

Apply for funding for digital innovation and engagement activities in your museum.
Funds can be used to:

= start new activities
= grow existing activities
= evaluate your activities.

Your museum must be an institutional member of the Museums Association. It does not
need to be an independent research organisation.

Projects can be up to one year long.
We fund 100% of your project’s budget.

UKRI is partnering with the Museums Association to deliver this funding.

Close all

Who can apply


https://beta-ukri.msappproxy.net/

Applicants, or lead applicants in a partnership, must be institutional members of the
Museums Association and must be accredited museums (or formally working towards
accreditation, or able to demonstrate equivalent long-term care of and access to their
collections).

See the full opportunity details on the Museums Association’s website.

What we're looking for

The project must:

= seek to engage at least one underserved audience or community as defined by the
applicant. The applicant should refer to evidence of need or demand from their
underserved audience

= use an existing museum collection to engage and inspire audiences or communities

= build on and demonstrate an understanding of existing innovation for audience
engagement. This can be your own audience engagement, for example digital
engagement as a response to the COVID-19 pandemic, or a thorough review of
examples of best practice to kick start your own innovative engagement activities

= include robust plans for evaluation and learning dissemination, including participation in
the Museums Association’s Collections Network and scheme level evaluation.

Applicants must demonstrate that their project falls outside ‘business as usual’ but fits into
the organisation(s) long-term plans, mission and vision.

See the full opportunity details on the Museums Association’s website.

How to apply

All applications must be made to the Museums Association.
There is a two-stage application process:

= expression of interest, closing 21 December 2020
= second stage, by invitation only, closing 22 February 2021.

You must contact the Museums Association to discuss your eligibility and ideas before
applying.

See full details on how to apply on the Museums Association’s website.

Contact details

= Alexis Mannion
alexis.mannion@ukri.org



https://www.museumsassociation.org/funding/digital-innovation-and-engagement-fund/
https://www.museumsassociation.org/funding/digital-innovation-and-engagement-fund/
https://www.museumsassociation.org/funding/digital-innovation-and-engagement-fund/
mailto:alexis.mannion@ukri.org

= Kathrine Bancroft
kathrine.bancroft@ukri.org

Timeline

QO 11 November 2020
Opening date

QO 21 December 2020
Expressions of interest closing date

QO By 18 January 2021
Invitations to second stage

O 22 February 2020
Second stage closing date

O Week of 15 March 2021
Selection committee

O Mid-March 2021
Final decision

Related content

Full opportunity details (Museums Association)

News story on the launch of the fund

NOTE This is the first phase of our new website — let us know if you have feedback
or would like to help us test new developments.
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