
Main stages of the AHRC review process Note: This overview is not applicable to 
all schemes; in some cases aspects of 
the full process will not be required.

Proposals received

Proposals checked by 

member of staff

Peer group

Peer Review College (PRC)

Proposals reviewed by 
PRC (number of reviews 

varies depending on 
scheme)

Quality sift of proposals 
by AHRC based on PRC 

reviews
Proposals which have no 

prospect of being funded are 
made unsuccessful

Proposals which pass 
the quality threshold. 

Applicant is sent the PRC 
reviews and invited to 

respond

Proposals, reviews, and 
applicant response to 

PRC reviews are sent to 
panel

Panellists individually 
read, comment on, and 
assign grades to each 

proposal

Panel meetings: Grades 
and ranks are decided 

and feedback for appro-
priate proposals is agreed

Director of Research: 
Makes the final funding 

decision

Final allocations

Council

Successful Unsuccessful


