
Research application received by MRC

Application returned to 

Research Organisation

Application assessed (peer reviewed) by 

external UK and international experts in 

the area of science of the application

MRC two stage assessment process

Peer reviewers provide comments and 

scores using the assessment criteria and 

peer reviewer scoring system (1- 6)

 Is the application 

competitive 

for funding?

Principal investigator responds to peer 

reviewer comments (not fellowships)

Board/Panel Meeting

Board/Panel members discuss proposals 

and score using the assessment criteria 

and board panel scoring system (1-10)

Shortlisting/Triage

(for most funding opportunities)

A subset of the board/panel discuss, taking 

into account their opinions and that of the 

peer reviewers and decide if the 

application should be triaged in or triaged 

out.

Application funded Application rejected

Is the 

application 

recommended for 

funding?

Is the 

application 

within MRC 

remit?

Yes

No

Yes

No

No

*Excludes some MRC Strategic calls, DPFS and Fellowships
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