
 

Country: United Kingdom 

Organisations: Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) and Arts and Humanities Research Council 
(AHRC) 

Note: This addendum to the T-AP call on Democracy, Governance and Trust (DGT) contains funding 
agency-specific information for UK applicants applying for funding from UKRI. Please see the T-AP 
website (https://www.transatlanticplatform.com/activities/democracy-governance-trust/) for links to 
the main Call for Proposals and additional material.  

Remit  

The majority of the UK’s part of the proposal must be within ESRC’s and/or AHRC’s remit. The ESRC, as 
the UK’s largest funder of economic, social, behavioural, and human data science, supports 
independent, high-quality research which has an impact on business, the public sector and the third 
sector. A full list of acceptable ESRC research areas is available on the ESRC’s website: 
https://www.ukri.org/councils/esrc/remit-portfolio-and-priorities/  

The Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) supports world-class research in a wide range of 
subjects from history and archaeology to philosophy and languages. AHRC also fund more contemporary 
research- for example, on the design and effectiveness of digital content and the impact of artificial 
intelligence. More information on AHRC’s research areas can be found at the following link: 
https://www.ukri.org/councils/ahrc/remit-programmes-and-priorities/ 

Please ensure you identify in your Notice of Intent to Apply Form which UKRI Research Council (AHRC 
or ESRC) you are applying to. 

Who can apply? 

Proposals may only be submitted by Research Organisations who are eligible to apply to UKRI. This 
includes:  

• Higher Education Institutions (HEI) that are directly funded or research by Education Funding 
Councils (HEFCs) in England (Research England), Scotland (SHEFC) and Wales (HEFCW), and 
Northern Ireland (DFE) 

• Independent Research Organisations that have received recognition to apply to the Research 
Councils, and Research Council Institutes.  
 

The list of eligible Research Organisations is available on the UKRI website: https://www.ukri.org/apply-
for-funding/before-you-apply/check-if-you-are-eligible-for-research-and-innovation-funding/eligible-
independent-research-organisations/  
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Standard AHRC and ESRC contractual eligibility guidelines apply for this call. Prospective applicants must 
be employed by the Research Organisation (RO) submitting the proposal. Applicants who are not 
established members of a recognised RO must be accommodated by the RO and provided with 
appropriate facilities to carry out the research. These requirements also apply to all individuals named 
as co-applicants. For such applicants, the RO must provide a covering statement confirming that, in the 
event of a grant, it will provide accommodation and facilities for the applicant such as would be 
provided for established members of staff. For further information, please see ESRC’s funding guide at: 
https://www.ukri.org/publications/esrc-research-funding-guide/esrc-research-funding-guide-for-the-
ukri-funding-service/  

International Co-Investigators 

Researchers who are not based in T-AP member countries may participate in the project as Co-
Investigators or Project Partners, where there is a clear rationale for doing so. Please note that any 
academic researcher from an established international research organisation (outside of the 
participating T-AP countries’ applicants) of comparable standing to a UKRI-eligible UK High Education 
Institution will be eligible to be listed as an international co-investigator under this call. Further 
important details can be found at: https://www.ukri.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/ESRC-230523-
ProjectCoLeadInternationalPolicy.pdf and AHRC research funding guide – UKRI 

Inclusion of UK business, third sector or government body co-investigators  

Business, third sector or government body co-investigators based in the UK can be included in this call. 
Further important details can be found at: https://www.ukri.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/ESRC-
230523-ProjectCoLeadsUKBusinessThirdSectorGovernmentOrganisationsPolicy.pdf  

Connection between the DGT call and UK policy makers 

UK-based applicants are required to plan to engage with the Strategic Coordination Hub for Local Policy 
Innovation Partnerships (LPIP) which has been established to serve as a gateway to a UK policy 
audience. The connection with the LPIP is aiming to strengthen partnerships and collaborations between 
researchers, policymakers (local, regional, national) and other relevant local stakeholders. Please include 
a brief description of the type of activities you’re planning to deliver with the LPIPs hub.  

Available amount of funding 

UKRI is making a total of £5 Mio available for the DGT call. The minimum UK funding per awarded 
project is £ 300,000 and the maximum UK funding per awarded project is £ 400,000 at 100% Full 
Economic Costs (fEC). Please note in accordance with UKRI’s standard funding model, we will fund 80% 
of the fEC of eligible costs for the UK team participating in successful proposals to this call (apart from 
those items which are eligible to be funded at the exceptional rate of 100%). The UKRI budget requested 
in your proposal should represent the exact funds being requested from UKRI. You are required to enter 
100% and 80% values in the UKRI budget form.  

Eligible costs for UK researchers  
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The UK team requesting funding from UKRI must prepare a budget detailing costs and the requested 
amount in an UKRI budget template and submit as an attachment of your proposal. The budget 
template for submitting costs can be found on the call website. Applicants are encouraged to consult 
the ESRC Research Funding Guide and AHRC Funding Guide for information about eligible costs that can 
be requested for UK applicants. Please note that no grant associated doctoral studentships linked to a 
UK team will be funded under this call.  

Miscellaneous  

All applicants must be able to meet the time commitment to the project as stated in the proposal. 
Proposals which may result in over-commitment of time, for any applicant across all of their UKRI 
projects, will not be approved. ESRC does not allow the resubmission of any previously unsuccessful 
proposal. For further information on ESRC and AHRC’s resubmission policies, please see here: 
https://www.ukri.org/councils/esrc/guidance-for-applicants/how-to-submit-your-
proposal/resubmissions-policy/ and AHRC research funding guide – UKRI (Resubmission Policy in Section 
6). 

Post-Award Information  

Successful projects will be invited to submit their application to the UKRI Funding Service. This is a 
formality, and any such projects will not be subject to further assessment. The submission route will be 
confirmed when the project decision is conveyed to you.  

The grant holder is asked to report the outputs, outcomes, and impact of their funding through UKRI’s 
nominated outcomes collection system. This is currently the researchfish system provided by Interfolio 
UK. UKRI-funded researchers are expected to comply with the UKRI open access policy 
(https://www.ukri.org/funding/information-for-award-holders/open-access/) on research publications 
and outputs.  

Contact  

If you have any inquiries about the call, remit, and eligibility criteria of UK based applicants, please feel 
free to contact us at: dgtcall@esrc.ukri.org.  
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