
Model Description How UKRI’s fund can support these models

Freemium / Library Membership A version of the e-book is made open access or freely available 

at no charge to the author; the free access is subsidised by 

other revenue sources, such as sales of other e-formats, print 

sales, and/or library membership fees

The organisation can claim from UKRI for the cost of 

library membership or acquisition, up to the maximum 

permitted limit for non-BPC models

Institutional subsidy / New 

University Presses (NUP)

An institution subsidises publication at an open access press 

based at, or associated with, the institution. Fees may not apply 

(diamond), or a reduced publication fee (BPC) is charged.

If published under a diamond model, the organisation can 

apply up to the maximum permitted limit for non-BPC 

models.

If published through payment of a BPC, including where 

reduced, the organisation can apply up to the maximum 

permitted for a BPC.

Library consortium (‘’Institutional 

crowdfunding’’)

Libraries pledge a fee towards making a collection of books 

open access, covering some or all of the costs between them. 

Once enough libraries have confirmed participation and the 

target amount is achieved, the collection is made open access.

The organisation can claim from UKRI for the costt of 

participating in the consortium, up to the maximum 

permitted limit for non-BPC models.

Subscribe to Open Libraries subscribe to or purchase specified collections of 

closed-access books, which may include backlist titles. The 

subscription fees are used to fund open access for newly 

published books.

The organisation claim from UKRI for the cost of 

subscription, up to the maximum permitted limit for non-

BPC models.

UKRI open access fund for long-form publications: guidance about diamond and non-BPC open access models

This guidance outlines different types of diamond and non-book processing charge (BPC) models and how the UKRI open access fund of long-form 

publications can be used to support publication using these. See open access funding and reporting for full information about the fund.  
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https://www.ukri.org/manage-your-award/publishing-your-research-findings/open-access-funding-and-reporting/
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