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BBSRC Applicant Webinar Additional Questions
Please note, we have not provided answers to questions that:
· Were answered live
· Are addressed on the funding finder
· Are specific to individual circumstances
If your question has not been answered and the answer is not accessible on the funding finder, please contact us at postdoc.fellowships@bbsrc.ukri.org
Questions and Answers:
Q: Can you please provide further clarification around the statement that applicants should not submit applications to other concurrent UKRI career transition fellowships opportunities. Does this apply to different project ideas, or is this specific to the fellow?
A: This applies to any application to early independence fellowships from UKRI and is specific to the fellow rather than the project. This applies even if you are not invited to the full application. 

Q: Can you please explain why staff and equipment costs are not eligible this year?
A: It is expected that the host lab will provide the equipment necessary for the project. These awards provide time for an individual to demonstrate their own independent thought leadership and carve out their research niche, but the project is expected to be completed primarily by the fellow. As such, research technicians and similar staff (e.g. PDRAs) are not eligible costs. Research technicians and equipment have never been funded by BBSRC Fellowships or Discovery Fellowships.

Q: Can an individual be a host for multiple applications at any stage?
A: Yes, although we would expect a host to give careful consideration to how many fellows they could support.

Q: In the outline stage, who should be included as part of the core team in the application?
A: The core team on both the outline stage and full application is the Fellow only. A technician/technical support may be included if required and justified. 

Q: Do we need a host PI? is host organisation allowing independence satisfactory?
A: Applicants are expected to be hosted within the laboratory of a Host PI who is employed by the University.

Q: Is this fellowship equivalent stage to the NERC's Early Independence: NERC Independent Research Fellowship 2026?
A: The BBSRC Fellowship and NERC IRF are both Early Independence fellowships and therefore considered equivalent such that we do not expect applicants to apply for both concurrently.
Q: Can you include an collaborator within the proposals – from another institution than the host, from industry or from levy bodies/information services. Can they provide training in core techniques?
A: Yes. Collaborators can be included and may contribute with either cash or in-kind support. Costs associated with collaborators or project partners cannot be funded by BBSRC. Collaborators can be included with a contribution of training as in-kind. There is no limit to the number of collaborators on a project.

Q: Is a PhD a requirement for applying to this scheme?
A: We welcome applications from individuals with a diverse career histories and a PhD is not a requirement. If you intend to apply for a PhD by publication while applying for a BBSRC Fellowship we recommend you email our fellowships team postdoc.fellowships@bbsrc.ukri.org to clarify your circumstances and confirm your eligibility.

Q: Could you comment on how specific elements of institutional support might be considered in weighting an application? For example, if a host institution could guarantee a funded PhD student vs not, would that be a strong differentiator?
A: There is no 'weighting' of institutional support.  In supporting a BBSRC Fellowship, we consider the nature and quality of the support provided by the host institution in terms of the research environment and the infrastructure available for the fellowship specific activities funded by the award (for example, access to research facilities, training, and development opportunities).  It is about ensuring that the fellowship holder is embedded in an environment that best supports their development and transition to independence.
The type of support listed in “choice of host…” is indicative rather than exhaustive/expected and is intended to illustrate the types of support a host institution may offer.

Q: Can you clarify if non-human primates should be costed at full price or would be considered independent to the full costing. 
A: Non-human primates should be costed at the full price. 

Q: Can you clarify what level of revision is needed for a resubmission, and does this apply across UKRI fellowships? 
A: Resubmissions of identical fellowship applications are not permitted to any UKRI Fellowship. However, applicants may submit revised applications that clearly address feedback from previous assessment. There may be cases where the core project remains largely similar, with changes in line with the feedback.

Q: Would funding cover open access publishing fees?
A: Publication costs (within the period of the grant) associated with research outputs, other than journal articles and conference papers, such as books, monographs, critical editions, catalogues. Full justification for such costs must be provided. Publication costs including open access charges, page charges and reprints associated with peer reviewed journal articles and conference papers

Q: Can a PDRA, who is not funded by any specific grant currently could apply for this fellowship?
A: Yes, provided they meet the other eligibility criteria including being able to demonstrate an upward trajectory towards independence.

Q: If one has applied for an equivalent, non-UKRI career development fellowship, would one be ineligible for this call?
A: You remain eligible while applying to non-UKRI calls. If you have held a similar non-UKRI fellowship, please refer to our eligibility criteria on the funding finder to confirm your eligibility. Should you be offered a BBSRC fellowships you will be expected to devote the whole of your working time to that fellowship and therefore will not be able to hold multiple fellowship awards.

[bookmark: _Int_QBvq9L31]Q: Is it possible to include as part of the project, experiments that are expected to be carried out by collaborating UK or non-UK institutions a part from the host institutions we aim to work in?  
A: Periods of research can be conducted at overseas Research Organisations, but the host organisation that employs the fellow and holds the Fellowship award must be based in the UK. Any period of research away from the primary host must be fully justified, and costs relating to the collaborating organisation cannot be met by BBSRC.

Q: Would staying in the same lab as you are currently working at considered detrimental, for example if you host PI is your current PI?
A: No, it would not be detrimental provided you can demonstrate why that host institution is the best place for you and your project and provided you can demonstrate an independent career trajectory and project idea. 

Q: If someone is a researcher and able to apply for UKRI grants as lead and/or supervise PhD students, are they ineligible for this fellowship?
A: Yes, individuals able to apply to our applicant led programmes as a project lead and/or be the primary supervisor of PhD students are ineligible to apply.

Q: Would a secondment to another (international) institution be supported, and if so how long for?
A: Periods of research can be conducted at overseas Research Organisations, but the host organisation that employs the fellow and holds the Fellowship award must be based in the UK. Any period of research away from the primary host must be fully justified. 

Q: Can you clarify expectations around supervising PhD studentships and whether they can be primary or secondary supervisor?
A: We do not allow BBSRC Fellows to act as primary PhD supervisors. They are able to co-supervise PhD students.

Q: Can you have two host PIs at the same institution?
A: Applicants must be hosted within the laboratory of a single Host PI, but they are welcome to have additional mentors if that would strengthen their development.  No costs can be claimed for the Host PI or for any mentors.

Q: Do applicants need to demonstrate preliminary data to support the feasibility of their proposed project in the BBSRC fellowship application?
A: While not required, preliminary results often enhance the application and demonstrate feasibility.

Q: In the outline stage, other than letting the host PI and institute know you are applying with them, what else we need they to do? I can see that support letters are only required at the full proposal stage.
A: Applicants are responsible for approaching and negotiating with their proposed host and agreeing suitable arrangements with the institution concerned before submitting an Outline, as well as ensuring that there are adequate, accessible, and appropriate high-quality facilities available for the research proposed.  It is only the Research Office at your Host that can submit the completed application to UKRI.  
You should note that for the full application, only letters of support from Project Partners should be submitted.  Letters of support from the host organisation must not be provided and applications that provide letters from within their host organisations will be rejected.

Q: Is it possible for one applicant to send in multiple applications? E.g. if you have two possible projects. 
A: No. Applicants must submit a single application only

Q: Supporting full stage submissions over the summertime can be challenging at times for host institutions. Has there been any consideration of this?
A: This has been considered. The full stage of the call will be open for 10 weeks, in line with UKRI’s policy and best practice for submission deadlines and will include time outside of the expected summer holiday period. There will also likely be few full stage applications per research organisation making this support more manageable. 

Q: How is it viewed by BBSRC if a fellow plans to conduct part of a work package at another institution- for example, to gain experience in a different research environment and to build new collaborations and networks?
A: We’re supportive of supporting the mobility of fellows where this is relevant for their project and personal development. We do expect most of a fellow’s time to be spent at their host institution.
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