Terms of reference
1. Science Board (PPAN)
1.1 Science Board (PPAN) provides STFC with strategic scientific advice on, and assessment of, the STFC (Particle Physics, Astronomy and Nuclear Physics) PPAN programme, which includes particle astrophysics, space science and the accelerator and computational requirements of these science programmes.
2. Membership
1.1 Science Board (PPAN) normally consists of 16 members of the academic and research community based at UK institutions, in addition to the Chair. The members are representative of STFC’s core research stakeholder communities: particle physics including one theorist (6 members), astronomy/space science (6 members), particle astrophysics (2 members), nuclear physics (2 members). One of these members, where possible, should be an early career researcher. 
1.2 Members serve for four years with the membership refreshed on a rolling annual cycle, to ensure continuity on Science Board (PPAN).
1.3 The Chair and Deputy Chair of Science Board (PPAN) both serve for two years and should be from different disciplines and institutions to help manage any conflicts of interest that may arise. They should both be based at UK institutions.
1.4 The appointments of the Chair and Deputy Chair of Science Board (PPAN) are approved by Council. The selection panel for these appointments is convened by STFC and includes at least one member of Council.
1.5 Upon stepping down from Science Board (PPAN), past members cannot apply to re-join until a minimum period of five years has elapsed, unless exceptional circumstances apply.
1.6 Science Board (PPAN) strives to maintain a balanced representation of UK institutes. Science Board (PPAN) seeks to avoid over-representation from any single institute through its members, unless exceptional circumstances apply. If any current member, during their term, moves to an institute that is already represented on Science Board (PPAN), the member may be asked to step down.
3. Remit
3.1 The remit of Science Board (PPAN) covers the areas of work listed below. 
3.2 Reviewing and considering long-term PPAN science, technology and accelerator strategies for STFC. This includes identifying and prioritising scientific opportunities and understanding the underpinning technological development, as well as education, training and environmental sustainability needs.
3.3 Advising on proposed and existing STFC PPAN science and technology programmes and investments, considering individual projects in the broader context of the overall portfolio and longer-term science and technology prioritisation.
3.4 Providing strategic advice on STFC’s scientific investment portfolio, accounting for programme priorities, long-term science strategy and outcomes from strategic reviews of STFC’s programme.
3.5 Advising on the long-term Roadmap for the PPAN programme, in the context of the STFC PPAN 10-year financial plan.
3.6 Reviewing, on an annual basis, the STFC rolling financial plan for the PPAN programme, providing recommendations on the long-term balance in the context of the wider STFC strategy.
3.7 Consulting with the STFC-supporting scientific communities via its advisory panels to ensure the science and technology strategies reflect the UK’s scientific priorities.
3.8 Providing strategic advice and guidance to STFC on the framework within which projects and areas of science are assessed in terms of their scientific quality.
3.9 Providing strategic scientific advice, as required, on the programmes of the UK Space Agency as part of the ‘dual key’ arrangements.
3.10 Providing coordinated advice, alongside Science Board (Facilities and Laboratories), in cross-cutting areas such as technology, computing, accelerators and environmental sustainability needs through mechanisms including joint meetings and task and finish groups.
4. Committees reporting to STFC Council
4.1 STFC Council provides advice and guidance to the STFC Executive on the entire STFC programme and overall strategy. Council receives detailed advice on science and technology from two Science Boards, focusing respectively on the PPAN programme and the scientific activities within STFC-managed national laboratories and large-scale facilities and STFC-supported national and international multidisciplinary facilities. Where appropriate, advice on the development of long-term technology strategy, including accelerators, computing, and environmental sustainability needs, will be received from both Science Boards to ensure coverage and coherence across activities.
5. Meetings and reporting
5.1 Science Board (PPAN) normally meets between four and six times a year. Quorum for a meeting is dependent on the nature of the meeting item and the Chair should ensure there is sufficient domain expertise to make an informed judgement.
5.2 The secretariat for Science Board (PPAN) is provided by STFC. Reports from Science Board (PPAN) meetings are circulated to the Executive Board and presented and discussed at Council. The Chair of Science Board (PPAN) is an observer on Council.


